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Save the Children staff member Ali* with six-month-old Sameer* in Gaza. 
Our teams are providing mums with baby kits and running safe spaces 
for them to breastfeed and access lifesaving malnutrition treatment. 

THE CHILDREN’S 
EMERGENCY FUND
IMPACT REPORT: JANUARY–MARCH 2025



In 2025, an estimated 210 million children will need humanitarian 
support. Already this year, we’ve seen earthquakes, climate disasters and 
violent conflict threaten children’s lives and futures. Meanwhile, cuts to 
foreign aid are forcing lifesaving services that families rely on to close.

The Children’s Emergency Fund exists to help children in crisis, wherever
and whenever disaster strikes. Funds can be released immediately to 
our teams around the world so they can respond quickly, work with local 
partners and support community recovery, as well as preparing for future 
disasters. 

Between January and March 2025, the Fund provided almost $10.4 
million to help respond to emergencies in 23 countries, supporting 
almost 7.4 million people, including almost 4.2 million children. 

From earthquakes in Myanmar and war in Gaza, to complex crises in 
DRC and Afghanistan – the Fund helped respond to new disasters and 
forgotten crises, as well as preparing for future shocks. 

Thank you for supporting the Children’s Emergency Fund. Read on to 
learn about our impact together from January–March 2025.

WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE’VE 
HELPED ALMOST 7.4 MILLION 
PEOPLE THROUGH EMERGENCIES IN 
23 COUNTRIES SO FAR THIS YEAR 

32%
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Amal* was forced to flee 
her home with her family in 
Aleppo last year. Now, they 
are staying in a camp in 
Hasakah province, but hope 
to return home soon. We 
supported her family with 
food, hygiene items and 
safe shelter in the camp.

“I wish to return 
home again, meet 
my friends and 
play with them.”
– Amal*, 8, Syria



On 28th March, a 7.7 magnitude earthquake 
struck central Myanmar, followed by more than 
300 aftershocks, causing mass devastation in 
a country already struggling with conflict and 
climate-change fuelled disasters. 

The Children’s Emergency Fund released $1 
million within hours, enabling 
our local staff and partners in
Myanmar to start helping 
families immediately with
food, water, basic hygiene 
items and psychological 
support for children. We 
also provided emergency 
healthcare and first aid services, 
delivering treatment for injuries, diseases and 
nutrition support for mothers and babies. 
Within just a few days, we’d helped more than 
10,000 people across Myanmar.

The Fund also released $50,000 to our teams in 
Thailand, where tremors damaged almost 600 
homes, including in the capital Bangkok, to 
support children’s mental health, repair schools 
and build community resilience to future shocks.

This disaster did not receive much media or 
donor attention, but thanks to the Children’s 
Emergency Fund, we’ve been able to help more 
than 100,000 people in two months.

Maung Kyi*,12, walking with his mum after receiving a 
learning kit from our teams in Myanmar. (Photo: STC)

RESPONDING QUICKLY 
IN MYANMAR AND 
THAILAND

SUPPORTING 
URGENT NEEDS
IN GAZA
The situation for children and families 
in Gaza and the West Bank is dire. More 
than 20 months of war in Gaza, on top of 
a decades-long Palestinian child rights 
crisis, have shattered children’s lives and 
pushed families into extreme hunger.

The Children’s Emergency Fund 
continues to support our lifesaving work 
in Gaza. During the temporary pause 
in fighting in January, the Fund gave $2 
million to our teams to rapidly scale up 
our support. Together with partners, we 
helped more than 51,000 people with 
food, clean water, cash, healthcare and 
emotional support for children. 

Overall, we’ve helped more than 1.5 
million people in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, including more 
than 1.4 million people in Gaza since 
the war began. 

Our teams and partners will continue 
providing as much lifesaving support as 
possible, while calling for an immediate 
definitive ceasefire, full humanitarian 
access and aid into Gaza and for 
children’s rights to be protected.

Save the Children staff handing out baby kits to 
mums in Gaza. The kits include essentials like 
soap, towels, nappies, wipes and sensory toys. 
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RECOVERY WITH 
LOCAL PARTNERS 
IN SYRIA
After almost 14 years of conflict, the recent political 
transition in Syria presents families with a potential 
path towards peace and stability. Over a million 
people have returned to their hometowns, but these 
are often badly damaged and lack basic services. 
Meanwhile, hunger is worsening and millions of 
children are still out of school. Around 17 million 
people, including 7.5 million children, still need 
humanitarian support.

We’re working with local partners, who understand 
their communities’ needs best, to support families as 
they return home. The Children’s Emergency Fund 
gave $500,000 to two partners, Takaful Al Sham and 
Association of International Humanitarian 
Relief, to help rebuild roads, water systems and small 
shops like bakeries in Aleppo, a city badly destroyed 
in the war. These partners employed local builders, 
providing them with income to support their children. 

The Fund also continued to support our long-term 
partners, Shafak and Syria Relief. The flexibility 
of this funding is crucial as it allows our partners 
to adapt quickly, pilot innovative approaches and 
strengthen their support for communities now and in 
the future.

$1.6M FROM THE FUND TO 
21 LOCAL PARTNERS 
IN 12 COUNTRIES

Osama*, 11, playing football at his school in North Syria. The 
school was badly damaged by airstrikes, but Save the Children’s 
partner, Syria Relief, has repaired the building and supplied fuel, 
warm clothes, books and stationery for children so they can 
continue their education and achieve their dreams. 

“I want to become an architect, 
so that we can rebuild Syria.”
– Osama*, 11, Syria



Nurse Jorime* checks on baby Muhindo*, 
cradled in mum Shekina’s* arms, just 
three days after he was born in a hospital 
supported by Save the Children in North 
Kivu, DRC. 

ANTICIPATING 
DISASTER IN 
AFGHANISTAN
More than half the population in Afghanistan 
need humanitarian assistance due to a 
combination of economic challenges, food 
shortages and more frequent climate change- 
induced disasters like drought and flooding. 

In anticipation of severe winter conditions, 
our teams pivoted flexible funding from 
the Children’s Emergency Fund to help 
families to prepare before the worst of 
the winter set in. 

We provided kits containing warm clothes 
and blankets, as well as cash for families to 
afford heating materials and food, helping 
more than 125,000 people across 25 districts. 

The speed and effectiveness of this early 
action helped to leverage additional 
funding from donors, so our teams could 
continue supporting families with urgent 
assistance and building resilience through 
the winter and beyond.

SUPPORTING A 
FORGOTTEN 
CRISIS IN DRC
The Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) is experiencing one of the world’s 
worst humanitarian crises, yet receives 
little media or donor attention. In 
January, the most intense fighting in a 
decade erupted in the eastern provinces 
of North Kivu, South Kivu and Ituri. Over 
half a million children were displaced in 
just two months, leaving them vulnerable 
to exploitation and abuse, including 
sexual violence and recruitment into 
armed groups. 

At a time when funding was needed 
most, cuts to foreign aid threatened the 
critical health, education and protection 
services that children and families relied 
on. 

The Children’s Emergency Fund 
allocated $400,000 to help families 
affected by the violence, as well as an 
additional $350,000 to keep lifesaving 
services open. 

In a rapidly evolving situation, this 
flexible funding allowed our teams to 
reunite lost children with their families 
or support temporary care, offer care for 
survivors of sexual violence, keep lifesav-
ing health and nutrition services running 
and provide clean water and sanitation 
facilities, as well as hygiene kits for girls. Ph
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“[The nursing staff] 
showed so much care 
until I fully recovered”.
– Shekina*, mum, DRC

SPENT IN ADVANCE 
OF A CRISIS SAVES 
$4 IN RESPONSE

$1
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Children in Somalia are facing a severe 
humanitarian crisis driven by cycles of 
drought and flooding, conflict and wide-
spread food insecurity. Almost 4 million 
people have fled their homes in search of 
safety, food, education and healthcare for 
their children.

Save the Children is one of the largest 
health and nutrition service providers 
in Somalia, working with communities 
and the government to provide 
emergency healthcare, including 
malnutrition treatment, and improve 
healthcare for all. However, many of 
these services were put at risk by the 
foreign aid cuts in January. 

The Children’s Emergency Fund released 
$2.7 million to 9 countries affected by 
the aid cuts, including $350,000 to 
Somalia, to support lifesaving activities. 

In Somalia, this funding allowed us to 
keep 16 health and nutrition centres 
running, including delivering out-
patient consultations, maternity care, 
immunisations and medicines, as well as 
supplying clean water and renovating 
toilets, helping more than 38,000 people 
overall.

Fatima* holding her daughter Fardowso*, age 1, at a Save the 
Children health centre in Baidoa, Somalia. After receiving 
lifesaving treatment for malnutrition, Fardowso is recovering.

With continued global humanitarian 
financing challenges, including funding 
cuts and shifting aid priorities, the 
Children’s Emergency Fund – and 
support from our generous donors 
and partners – will be more important 
than ever in 2025 and beyond.

BRIDGING FUNDING 
GAPS IN SOMALIA 

AFGHANISTAN $350,000

DRC $350,000

ETHIOPIA $350,000

HAITI $350,000

SOMALIA $350,000

SUDAN $350,000

SOUTH SUDAN $323,845

MYANMAR $167,122

NIGERIA $110,697

$2.7M
FROM THE FUND TO 
SUPPORT LIFE-SAVING 
ACTIVITIES IN:



THANK YOU

Published by Save the Children International

www.savethechildren.net

*names changed to protect identities

Currency: $ (USD)

Note: Anticipatory Action allocations are lower in this 
reporting period due to the need to  prioritise funding 
for the most critical and lifesaving activities. 

The Children’s Emergency Fund means 
we can be there for families when 
disaster strikes, helping children to 
stay safe, be healthy and keep learning.

With your support, we’ve already 
helped almost 7.4 million people this 
year, including almost 4.2 million 
children. 

Thank you for supporting children 
through emergencies around the 
world.

Save the Children staff member Mykhailo registering 
a family for cash support in Kyiv, Ukraine. Ph
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“Today, our team in Kyiv is organising support for a family who lost their 
father during an air attack [...] The Save the Children team helps people who 
lost everything — their father, home. They do not have a place to live in. 

It is hard to put these emotions into words — [we see] tears in the eyes 
of those affected by the shelling, and deep gratitude for the support”.

— Mykhalio, staff member, Ukraine   


