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Save the Children preparing to scale up its operations and warns of mass
displacement of children

10.0Oktober 2019. Save the Children warned today against an impending humanitarian disaster in North
East Syria, where families and children have already started fleeing hostilities. The agency confirmed it
was preparing to scale up its relief operations which have been continuous since 2014.

Save the Children said: “We are deeply concerned about the safety of thousands of children and their
families who have been on the move overnight. Our priority is to ensure that the best interests of children
are met, and that essential support is provided to them. Our teams are still present in the area and
delivering our programmes, and we are preparing to scale up to meet the increased needs.”

Our teams in North East Syria reported hearing explosions throughout the night:

“While the hostilities were largely localised to border areas, | saw families moving from major towns
heading towards the outskirts further outside the border areas. People are afraid and cannot predict the
extent of the military operations,” Jiwan, a Save the Children staff in the North East said.

“The cities and towns where we are are quiet this morning, but there is an air of anticipation in the
community as people are unsure about what will happen next. We are hoping, for ourselves and the
children, that the conflict will not extend to other major towns,” he added.

“The reports of civilian deaths, including those of two children, and several more injured are devastating.
North East Syria is home to people who are all too familiar with the horrors of war. Many have been
displaced more than once already. How many times have we seen those scenes of women and children
with their belongings bundled on their backs moving in search of safety? With winter around the corner,
they will face additional challenges as they search for shelter. Families who are worried about their lives.
They cannot think of anything else but getting their children to safety,” added Save the Children added.

In addition to the Syrian civilians in the North East, there are thousands of women and children living in
camps across the area. Three of the camps are home to Syrian, Iragi families and more than 9,000
foreign children with perceived links to ISIS of more than 40 nationalities, who rely exclusively on
humanitarian aid. So far, camps continue to operate. But any disruption to aid services is placing the
lives of nearly 90,000 residents across the three camps at risk.

Fur Interviewanfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an die Pressestelle in Berlin.
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Uber Save the Children

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 griindete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb Save
the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Osterreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die inzwischen
groRte unabhéngige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in Uber 120 Landern im Einsatz. Save the Children
ist da fur Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen — seit 100 Jahren und darlber hinaus. Diese Kinder
zu schitzen, zu starken und zu fordern ist das zentrale Anliegen der Organisation. Die Schwerpunkte der
Arbeit liegen in den Bereichen Schule und Bildung, Schutz vor Ausbeutung und Gewalt sowie Uberleben und
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Gesundheit. Save the Children setzt sich ein fir eine Welt, die die Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der
alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen kdnnen.



