
 
P R E S S E S T A T E M E N T  

Save the Children: Promising start for financing to end COVID19 

  
Inger Ashing, CEO of Save the Children, said:  

 

“All over the world, children’s lives have been deeply impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak. Schools 

are closed, families are pushed into poverty, and many children may not know where their next meal 

will come from. Children’s lives are truly at risk, with recent projections estimating that deaths for 

children under five could increase by up to 45% due to weaker health systems and drops in routine 

healthcare.[1]  

  

The $8 billon pledged today for the global health response is hugely welcome, but this is only the start 

of reaching the urgently needed funds to battle the Coronavirus worldwide.  

  

There is no time to waste, as the window to act is closing fast. The world has already witnessed the 

havoc and despair the virus has caused in countries with strong health systems, and in countries with 

weaker health systems, the impact could be catastrophic. Delayed action on prevention and mitigation 

could cost over three million lives in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa alone[2]. 

  

We appreciate the funds committed to strengthen the health care systems in lower-income, crisis 

affected and fragile countries, but much more is needed to truly support the children and families most 

in need. It is vital for countries to be able to respond to COVID-19 and to mitigate its impacts on health 

systems, so that children continue to receive other essential health and nutrition services critical for 

child survival. 

 

We call on governments, organisations and private donors to continue to pledge in the coming weeks, 

and to go above and beyond to meet funding needs to strengthen health systems and protect a 

generation. In a crisis such as this, no one is safe unless everyone is safe. Access to medicines, 

vaccines and health care should never depend on where you live. Medical research and development, 

especially carried out using public funds, should benefit everyone.” 

  

Save the Children appreciates the commitment of donors who made their pledges conditional on 

universal, equitable and affordable access to medical support. Once successful vaccines, treatments 

and diagnostics are developed, there must be guarantees that all countries get their fair share of the 

tools they need, and measures put in place so that everyone can have access to them. 

  

Save the Children is looking forward to a full breakdown of where the funds that were pledged today 

will be invested. Support to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, for their current replenishment period was 

welcome but rolling out a future COVID-19 vaccine will require additional funding if we are to reach the 

world’s poorest countries and the most marginalised families. The EU must be vigilant in guarding 

against double counting of commitments. We call on the EU, donors, the private sector and global 

health actors to ensure accountability around the use of the funds announced at the pledging 

conference. 

  

ENDS 

 

[1] https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3576549  

2 https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/medicine/sph/ide/gida-fellowships/Imperial-

College-COVID19-Global-Impact-26-03-2020.pdf 
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Bei Interviewanfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle. 
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Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 

Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist 

die inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in über 110 Ländern im 

Einsatz. Save the Children ist da für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen – seit 100 Jahren 

und darüber hinaus. Diese Kinder zu schützen, zu stärken und zu fördern ist das zentrale Anliegen der 

Organisation. Die Schwerpunkte der Arbeit liegen in den Bereichen Schule und Bildung, Schutz vor 

Ausbeutung und Gewalt sowie Überleben und Gesundheit. Save the Children setzt sich ein für eine 

Welt, die die Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei 

und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen können. 
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