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COVID-19: Media reports of the first confirmed case in the 
Rohingya refugee camps is a major cause for concern, warns 
Save the Children 

Bangladesh risks losing decades of child development gains as Coronavirus 
sweeps through the country 
  
Athena Rayburn, Senior Advocacy Manager in Cox’s Bazar, said: 
“We are deeply worried about the catastrophic impact of COVID-19 on Bangladesh, as the country’s 
total caseload nears 20,000. Now that the virus has entered the world’s largest refugee settlement in 
Cox’s Bazar we are looking at the very real prospect that thousands of people may die from COVID-
19. This pandemic could set Bangladesh back by decades.  
  
“Despite the best efforts of aid agencies and the government of Bangladesh, healthcare capacity in 
the refugee camps is limited and across the country is overwhelmed due to COVID 19. There are only 
an estimated 2,000 ventilators in all of Bangladesh, serving a population of 160 million people. In the 
Rohingya refugee camps – home to nearly a million people – there are no intensive care beds at this 
moment. 
  
“Save the Children is urgently calling for the international community to stand in solidarity with 
Bangladesh and provide funds and much-needed medical resources to protect the Rohingya 
population and the host community. Inaction could lead to a disastrous and preventable loss of life.  
  
“A refugee camp is no place for a child to grow up. COVID-19 has exposed how vulnerable Rohingya 
refugees are. The international community must therefore urgently find a long-term solution to their 
plight. Rohingya refugee children cannot be allowed to spend their lives without access to formal 
education, healthcare and with severe restrictions on their freedom of movement.”  
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Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 

Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist 

die inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in über 110 Ländern im 

Einsatz. Save the Children ist da für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen – seit 100 Jahren 

und darüber hinaus. Diese Kinder zu schützen, zu stärken und zu fördern ist das zentrale Anliegen der 

Organisation. Die Schwerpunkte der Arbeit liegen in den Bereichen Schule und Bildung, Schutz vor 

Ausbeutung und Gewalt sowie Überleben und Gesundheit. Save the Children setzt sich ein für eine 
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Welt, die die Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei 

und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen können. 

 


