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10 children killed in the last four days in Yemen 
  

London, July 15, 2020 - Another air strike in Yemen is reported to have killed nine people in Al Jawf 

governorate, including four children. This attack comes just three days after an air raid that, according 

to local authorities, killed six children and two women, bringing the total number of civilians killed in the 

last four days to 17, including 10 children. 

  

Xavier Joubert, Save the Children's country director in Yemen, said: 

“We are horrified by the news that the majority of those killed over these days have been children. 

Yemeni children are paying with their lives in a war they have no part in, leaving families torn apart 

while the airstrikes continue to indiscriminately target civilians. It is simply inexplicable that at a time 

the country should focus on fighting the coronavirus outbreak, the number of airstrikes is actually 

rising.” 

 

The attacks during July continue an escalation in the violence in Yemen that saw the number of 

civilian casualties treble from May to June, according to the Yemen Data Project. In the first six 

months of 2020, there was a 139% increase in bombing rates by the Saudi and Emirati-led coalition, 

compared to the last six months of 2019. 

  

The escalation in violence in recent weeks comes after the UN Secretary-General failed to list the 

Saudi and Emirati-led coalition in their Annual Report on Children and Armed Conflict, for all the grave 

violations the coalition committed against children in Yemen in 2019. 

  

Mr Joubert added: "These attacks not only threaten children’s lives directly, but also the lifesaving 

humanitarian work and efforts to battle the coronavirus outbreak which many health workers say is 

spreading out of control amid minimal testing. We call on all sides and the international community to 

urgently de-escalate the conflict and work towards a political solution for what is the largest 

humanitarian crisis in the world.” 
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About Save the Children:  

 

100 years ago, a courageous woman named Eglantyne Jebb founded Save the Children in response 

to the terrible suffering children were facing as a result of war. Today, Save the Children is a global 

membership organisation, made up of Save the Children International and 29 national members. We 

champion the rights and interests of children worldwide, putting the most vulnerable children first. With 

25,000 dedicated staff across over 110 countries, we respond to major emergencies, deliver 

innovative development programmes, and ensure children's voices are heard through our 

campaigning to build a better future for and with children. 
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