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PRESSEMELDUNG

150 Millionen Kinder durch Corona-Pandemie zuséatzlich in Armut
geraten

New analysis reveals the number of children living in multidimensional poverty — without access to
education, health, housing, nutrition, sanitation, or water — has increased by 15 per cent since the start
of the pandemic

NEW YORK/LONDON, 17 September 2020 — The number of children living in
multidimensional poverty has soared to approximately 1.2 billion due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, according to a new UNICEF and Save the Children analysis published
today. This is a 15 per cent increase in the number of children living in deprivation in
low- and middle-income countries, or an additional 150 million children since the
pandemic hit earlier this year.

The multidimensional poverty analysis uses data on access to education, healthcare,
housing, nutrition, sanitation and water from more than 70 countries. It highlights that
around 45 per cent of children were severely deprived of at least one of these critical
needs in the countries analyzed before the pandemic.

Although the analysis paints a dire picture already, UNICEF warns the situation will
likely worsen in the months to come. Save the Children and UNICEF are committed
to continue to monitor this evolving situation and work with governments and civil
society to confront it.

“COVID-19 and the lockdown measures imposed to prevent its spread have pushed
millions of children deeper into poverty,” said Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive
Director. “Families on the cusp of escaping poverty have been pulled back in, while
others are experiencing levels of deprivation they have never seen before. Most
concerningly, we are closer to the beginning of this crisis than its end.”

The report notes that child poverty is much more than a monetary value. Although
measures of monetary poverty such as household income are important, they provide
only a partial view of the plight of children living in poverty. To understand the full
extent of child poverty, all potential deprivations must be analysed directly. This also
points to the need to implement multi-sectoral policies addressing health, education,
nutrition, water and sanitation and housing deprivations to end multidimensional
poverty.

Social protection, inclusive fiscal policies, investments in social services, and
employment and labor market interventions to support families are critical to lifting
children out of poverty and preventing further devastation. This includes expanding
access to quality health care and providing the tools and technology needed for
children to continue their education remotely; and investing in family-friendly policies
such as paid leave and child care.

“This pandemic has already caused the biggest global education emergency in
history, and the increase in poverty will make it very hard for the most vulnerable


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unicef.org%2Fresources%2Fimpact-of-covid-19-on-multi-dimensional-child-poverty&data=01%7C01%7CSusanne.Sawadogo%40savethechildren.de%7C22e854d962304ce8738d08d85a4ddf1c%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0&sdata=qHMgh6QFEkf0RKBZzlu%2FmMiALdJpSHkhStuAER5B5AU%3D&reserved=0
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children and their families to make up for the loss”, said Inger Ashing, CEO of Save
the Children. “Children who lose out on education are more likely to be forced into
child labour or early marriage and be trapped in a cycle of poverty for years to come.
We cannot afford to let a whole generation of children become victims of this
pandemic. National governments and the international community must step up to
soften the blow.”

There are not only more children experiencing poverty than before, the poorest
children are getting poorer as well, the report notes. Some children may suffer one or
more deprivations and others experience none at all, therefore the average number
of deprivations suffered per child can be used to assess how poor children are.
Before the pandemic, the average number of severe deprivations per child was
around 0.7. It is now estimated to have increased by 15 per cent to around 0.85.

“We must act now to prevent additional children from being deprived in basic life
needs like school, medicine, food, water and shelter,” said Fore. “Governments must
prioritize the most marginalized children and their families through rapid expansion of
social protection systems including cash transfers and child benefits, remote learning
opportunities, healthcare services and school feeding. Making these critical
investments now can help countries to prepare for future shocks.”

ENDS
Notes to editors:

To reach the number of deprivations children are experiencing before the pandemic and today,
UNICEF and Save the Children looked at how many children were deprived of each indicator of
multidimensional poverty and compared it with the child population in the countries analyzed.
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Uber Save the Children

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 grindete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin
Eglantyne Jebb Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Osterreich vor dem
Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die inzwischen gré3te unabhangige Kinderrechtsorganisation
der Welt in Gber 110 L&ndern im Einsatz. Save the Children ist da fiir Kinder in Kriegen,
Konflikten und Katastrophen — seit 100 Jahren und dartiber hinaus. Diese Kinder zu
schitzen, zu starken und zu fordern ist das zentrale Anliegen der Organisation. Die
Schwerpunkte der Arbeit liegen in den Bereichen Schule und Bildung, Schutz vor
Ausbeutung und Gewalt sowie Uberleben und Gesundheit. Save the Children setzt sich ein
fur eine Welt, die die Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und
sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen kdnnen.



