
 
P R E S S E S T A T E M E N T  

 

Save the Children provides assistance for children 
and families in Haiti as Tropical Storm Grace 
approaches 
 
Port-au-Prince, 15 August – Following a 7.2 magnitude earthquake that levelled parts of Haiti on 
Saturday, killing some 1,300 people and injuring thousands, Save the Children is racing to cover basic 
needs of the most severely affected children and families as a tropical storm approaches.  
  
The earthquake razed thousands of buildings to the ground in western Haiti and demolished one of 
the main bridges leading into the hardest hit area.    
  
The aid organization is conducting a needs assessment in the worst-affected areas of Les Cayes and 
Grand-Anse to prioritize its emergency response. 
  
Leila Bourahla, Save the Children’s Haiti country director, said: 
“The loss of life and the destruction are heartbreaking in a country that was already struggling. Our 
teams in the impacted area are telling us that thousands of children and their families are sleeping 
outside, as their homes have been destroyed or they fear aftershocks. This leaves them at a risk of 
violence or abuse, so one of the most urgent needs is safe shelters such as tents. People also need 
food and clean water to prevent the outbreak of diseases.” 
  
“Right now, we are using our emergency stocks to provide immediate assistance to 250 affected 
families. We are also providing basic items and baby kits to families as well as preparing to provide 
cash transfers, child protection, education spaces for children, health and nutrition, and psychosocial 
support.” 
  
“Save the Children will - with other international and local non-profit organizations - make sure that we 
are providing assistance to those who need it most.” 
  
“Tropical Storm Grace is approaching and likely to produce significant rainfall in earthquake affected 
areas, possibly as soon as Monday. We are concerned this storm will complicate access, search and 
rescue efforts.” 
  
Save the Children has worked in Haiti since 1978, providing nutrition, early learning, and water and 
sanitation programs. The international humanitarian organization responded when Hurricane Matthew 
struck the same area in 2016 and following the 2010 earthquake.  
  
To learn more about our work, visit www.savethechildren.org/Haiti  
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Über Save the Children 
Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 
Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist 
die inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in 120 Ländern tätig. Save the 
Children setzt sich ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die 



 
Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und 
selbstbestimmt aufwachsen und lernen können – seit über 100 Jahren.  
 


