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Kinder in Haiti hungern auf der Strafle im
Erdbebengebiet - SAVE THE CHILDREN

Les Cayes/Berlin, 17. August — Save the Children ist besonders besorgt Uber die Situation
der Kinder in Les Cayes, dem Gebiet, das vom Erdbeben stark betroffen war. Dort kdmpften
bereits vor der Naturkatastrophe etwa 160.000 Menschen taglich um ausreichend Nahrung —
40.000 Menschen sogar mit dem Hungertod. Schatzungsweise 1,1 Millionen Menschen in
Haiti sind nur einen Schritt von der Hungersnot entfernt. Die Versorgungslage hat sich durch
das Beben nochmals verscharft.

Carl-Henry Petit-Frére, Nothilfe-Koordinator von Save the Children, ist direkt vor Ort im
Einsatz: ,Ich sehe weinende Kinder auf der Stralle, Menschen, die uns um Essen bitten,
aber auch wir haben kaum noch etwas. Alle Organisationen tun, was sie konnen, aber wir
brauchen mehr Hilfsgiter. Am dringendsten werden Lebensmittel, sauberes Wasser und
Unterkunfte bendtigt, und zwar schnell. (...) Der Verlust der Eltern, des Zuhauses hat
massive Auswirkungen auf Kinder. Neben einer Grundversorgung brauchen sie dringend
psychosoziale Unterstitzung. Vor allem die ganz Kleinen, die noch nicht verstehen, was
passiert ist. Wir missen ihnen helfen, damit sie sich von den schrecklichen Erlebnissen
erholen kénnen.”

Die Kinderrechtsorganisation ruft dringend zur Bereitstellung von mehr HilfsgUtern auf. Save
the Children ist mit Teams direkt in der betroffenen Region im Einsatz und hat mit der
HilfsglUterverteilung begonnen.

Das vollstéandige Statement:

Les Cayes, 17. August — Children living on the streets in Les Cayes in western Haiti after the
weekend’s devastating earthquake are in dire need of food, water and shelter despite aid
efforts in the hard-to-reach area, Save the Children warned.

Les Cayes is one of the areas that was hardest hit by the 7.2 strong earthquake on Saturday,
which killed at least 1,400 people and destroyed or damaged more than 80,000 houses.
Tropical storm Grace passed over the area late Monday, causing little damage but with
heavy winds and rains battering people living in the open.

Even before the earthquake, more than 1.1 million people in Haiti were estimated to be one
step away from famine, including hundreds of thousands of children. In the area of Les
Cayes, an estimated 160,000 people were already struggling to get enough food every day,
with almost 40,000 people living on the verge of famine.

Field Manager Carl-Henry Petit-Frére of Save the Children, who has been working in the
hardest hit area over the past days, said:

“l see children crying on the street, people asking us for food, but we are low on food
ourselves as well. The organisations that are here are doing what they can, but we need
more supplies. Food, clean water and shelter are needed most, and we need them fast.

“People are living on the street, unprotected from the wind and the rain. Children were
warned not to go into their houses as they might collapse.
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“Parents have lost their children, or children have lost their parents. Luckily, we live in a
community where children who are on their own are taken in by family members or by other
families in the community, but the scenes are heart-breaking.

“Losing your parents, your house, this obviously has a big impact on children. Besides the
basic needs, we need urgent psychosocial support for children who have been impacted by
the earthquake, especially those who are very young as they might not fully understand
what’s going on. We need to help them to recover from their experiences, as these can have
a long-lasting impact.”

Save the Children has distributed items such as tarpaulins, blankets, jerry cans and baby kits
to help families cope with the first impacts of the earthquake.

The organisation is scaling up its response and is aiming to provide cash to the hardest hit
families, child protection, and education spaces for children, health and nutrition support, and
psychosocial support through child friendly spaces. In these spaces, children can play with
other children and recover from their experiences under the supervision of trained staff, while
their family can make a start with rebuilding their lives.
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Uber Save the Children

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 griindete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb
Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Osterreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist
die inzwischen groéfite unabhangige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in 120 Landern tatig. Save the
Children setzt sich ein fiir Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Fiir eine Welt, die die
Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und
selbstbestimmt aufwachsen und lernen kénnen — seit Gber 100 Jahren.



