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Three children and a teacher killed in airstrike on way to school in 
NW Syria 
                                                                                                     
Mittwoch, 20.Oktober 2021 – At least three children and one teacher were killed while 
walking to school in Ariha in North West Syria on Wednesday in a series of airstrikes 
in Idlib governorate, Save the Children and its Syrian partner Hurras Network 
confirmed. 
  
The attacks killed at least 10 people including three children - two aged 12 and one 
aged 16 - and a 28-year-old female teacher who were walking along a road that 
leads to six different schools. At least 40 other people were injured in the attacks. 
  
The airstrikes targeted one of Ariha’s main roads and a market, damaging shops, and 
with one landing around 50 metres from a school, causing minor damage to the 
playground. A second school compound was also damaged in the attacks. 
  
All schools in the area have been suspended until further notice. Students who were 
already at schools were evacuated while all other children and teachers were told to 
remain at home. 
  
Muhannad*, the damaged school’s principal, told Save the Children: 
  
“There is an abandoned house around 50 metres away from the school, which was 
hit by a shell. The house was destroyed. We immediately messaged everyone and 
suspended school. Some shrapnel went into the playground, but the damage was 
minor, thank goodness.” 
  
Haitham*, a teacher from a neighbouring school, told Save the Children: 
  
“When we arrived at the school and the students were there, the shelling and 
airstrikes started. The students were horrified, they started screaming, we didn’t know 
what to do. We were worried the students would get injured as the buildings are not 
protected. The situation was very painful. The civilians were screaming in the streets, 
everyone was in a state of fear and panic.” 
 
 

Save the Children research has found that two out of three children in Northern 
Syria lack access to education after nearly 10 years of conflict, displacement 
and poverty. It is also estimated that half of the children that were going to school 
in Northern Syria before the COVID-19 outbreak have now dropped out. 
The organisation has warned that education remains under threat due to the 
continuing violence.  
  
Save the Children’s Syria Response Director, Sonia Khush, said: 
  
“The news of three students and a teacher killed on their way to school this morning 
is unbearable. All parties to the conflict must abide by the ceasefire agreed last year 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savethechildren.net%2Fnews%2Fnumber-out-school-children-doubles-northern-syria-coronavirus-poverty-take-their-toll&data=04%7C01%7CPauline.Schmidt%40savethechildren.de%7Cc37bb40e7bc24daf760208d993d6014a%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637703370101734823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vG988P7BqcFjiZG5Uhk%2FJIjKYJp3fhslK2BnqqAEZVM%3D&reserved=0


 
and protect all civilians, including children. Their right to safely access education 
must be safeguarded. Schools must be safe places for children to learn without fear.” 
  
Save the Children calls on all sides to the conflict to respect International 
Humanitarian Law, endorse the Safe Schools Declaration, avoid targeting schools 
and civilian infrastructure as well as ensure the safety and protection of children. 
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Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin 

Eglantyne Jebb Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor 

dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die inzwischen größte unabhängige 

Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in 120 Ländern tätig. Save the Children setzt sich 

ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die Rechte 

der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und 

selbstbestimmt aufwachsen und lernen können – seit über 100 Jahren.  
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