
 
 

 

P R E S S E M I T T E I L U N G  

MYANMAR: SAVE THE CHILDREN OFFICE DESTROYED BY FIRE AMID 
VIOLENT CLASHES 

Friday 29 October 2021 – Save the Children is horrified that dozens of buildings have been 
deliberately set ablaze in Thantlang in Myanmar today, including one of its own offices. This 
comes amid an upsurge in the military’s offensive in Chin State. 

At least 100 buildings are thought to have been destroyed so far by the fire in the remote and 
largely deserted town of Thantlang, in northern Chin State, which reportedly broke out at around 
11am following the use of heavy weapons. Fire continues to tear through the town and there is 
no fire service available to control the blaze. 

Save the Children said it was concerned about the safety of 20 children who are thought to 
remain in the town. It fears that hundreds of homes could be destroyed, as many buildings in 
the town are made of wood. 

The agency’s partners captured photographs of clouds of smoke billowing out of the town. 

Thantlang was home to nearly 10,000 people before fighting forced almost the entire town to 
flee last month as conflict escalated across Chin State. Save the Children said all of its 10 staff 
working in the town had been forced to flee as well.  Most of the town’s inhabitants are 
sheltering in villages on the Indian border while others have crossed the border into India. 
Save the Children said it had not been able to assess the damage to its office firsthand as 
civilian access to the town has been restricted since it was abandoned. The agency was forced 
to suspend its lifesaving health programmes in the town after violence broke out last month. 
  
Save the Children said: 
  
“The destruction caused by this violence is utterly senseless. Not only has it damaged one of 
our offices, it risks destroying the whole town and the homes of thousands of families and 
children. The people who live here have already had to flee their homes to escape violent 
clashes in recent weeks. Many will now have lost what little they had left, and will have no 
homes to return to, adding to the numbers of long term displaced people across Myanmar and 
its borders. 
  
“This incident is further evidence of a deepening crisis in Myanmar, with escalating 
violence affecting large numbers of children across the country. The military coup and 
subsequent humanitarian crisis continue to fundamentally threaten children’s human rights. 
Critically, with humanitarian needs increasing, funding for life-saving work is not keeping pace. 
  
“Save the Children condemns these attacks in the strongest possible terms. Indiscriminate 
attacks including on civilians and humanitarian organisations are violations of international 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savethechildren.net%2Fnews%2Fsave-children-responds-latest-escalation-violence-myanmar-including-harm-done-children&data=04%7C01%7Ccarla-philine.klatte%40savethechildren.de%7C775b80bec2ad47101f3708d99af71f04%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637711208437209046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WO9g2uUiAamFcgEuRKxGQmcpN81f%2FqBcGQf6G33OcUI%3D&reserved=0


humanitarian law. We call on the parties responsible to refrain from any such attack and to put 
the protection of civilians - especially children – front and centre.” 
  
More content available here. 
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Für weitere Fragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle.  
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Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne 

Jebb Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu 

retten. Heute ist die inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 

120 Ländern tätig. Save the Children setzt sich ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und 

Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder 

gesund und sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen und lernen können – seit 

über 100 Jahren.   
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