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CHILDREN HIT BY CLIMATE CRISES IN ASIA ILLUSTRATE THEIR FEARS IN
ART CONTEST AT COP26

PRESSEMITTEILUNG

Bangkok, 4 November 2021 — An 11-year-old Rohingya refugee and a group of teenage rappers from
Pakistan are among 17 prize winners in an Asia-wide youth climate art competition whose work was
displayed at the COP26 climate summit this week.

Mohammad Hossain, a Rohingya refugee from Myanmar, earned a coveted top prize for his climate-
inspired painting, which depicts the heavy floods that destroyed his home earlier this year in Cox’s
Bazar in Bangladesh, the world’s largest refugee settlement. He painted the camps under water with
refugee families carrying essential supplies on their heads and trying to reach a bridge to safe land.

The competition, organised by Save the Children, asked children to express their climate crisis
concerns and solutions through art. Finalists in the regional competition were shortlisted from national
competitions in eight Asian countries and two refugee communities.

“We recently had floods in our refugee camp and | think it happened due to climate change. My art
shows how we suffered in the flood,” said Mohammad Hossain. “I am really feeling great that my art
will be at COP26. | win a lot of drawing competitions, but this one is different for me, as | wanted
people all around the world to keep thinking about Rohingya children.”

The winning entries — chosen by a panel of teenage climate activists — include paintings, photography,
poems and rap songs from Bangladesh, China, Japan, Korea, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Vietnam. They are currently exhibited alongside the other finalists in a virtual gallery, and

were on display at the 26" UN Climate Change Conference of Parties (COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland,
on Tuesday this week.

A recent report by Save the Children and the Vrije Universiteit Brussel found that, on current
trajectories, children across the world will face far more climate impacts such as heatwaves, droughts,
floods, cyclones and crop failures than their grandparents.

Winner Yujeong Nam, 10, from South Korea, was awarded a top prize for her painting “Clean sea” and
was overjoyed that her work would be on show at COP26. Her painting depicted a fisherman pulling
rubbish from the sea with the aid of a female diver putting trash under the sea into a net.

“Thus dolphins, seagulls, & other sea creatures are happy with the clean ocean,” said Yujeong Nam. ”I
hope that in the future we will have a planet with no trash, and that we can breathe clean air
everywhere.”

Describing her painting, titled “Living together”, 15-year-old winner Mayuko Miyahara from Japan, said:
“I hope that Japan and other countries will take the initiative in addressing environmental issues, and
recognize that energy, though essential for our daily lives, is a burden on the environment.”

Mayuko Miyahara drew a blue whale and other endangered animals in a power plant to depict how
humans and other living things should coexist and prosper.

Among the other winners are 15-year-old Muhammad Afkeen, a refugee from Afghanistan, Smriti Oli,
10, from Nepal, whose poem “Nature” calls for better protection of the earth’s natural resources, and a
group of rappers from Pakistan whose song, “The effects of climate change”, won top prize in the song
category.


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsteps.com%2Fview%2F613dac3cf9b383bd7138e2d3%3FcurrentUser&data=04%7C01%7CCosima.Trittel%40savethechildren.de%7C3e3d30be831d488827cc08d99f6dd930%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637716116400457395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ItyKnCeJcip2AmFCg5qkG2q9HNjp30TxJ2zOGbqFPQA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savethechildren.net%2Fnews%2Fclimate-crisis-%25E2%2580%2593-children-face-life-far-more-heatwaves-floods-droughts-and-wildfires&data=04%7C01%7CCosima.Trittel%40savethechildren.de%7C3e3d30be831d488827cc08d99f6dd930%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637716116400467342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9q4CstrANQm9NdedLujXjrxDP%2Bn1GBjYUdWgX4xKDXI%3D&reserved=0
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Aysha Afrin Diya, a 15-year-old climate activist from Bangladesh, was one of the judges who picked
the winning artworks.

“It was difficult to choose the winners. Some of the paintings were so beautiful, and the rap songs
were so good. The artists really showed the importance of nature and effects of climate change, and
they encourage us to do something for the world and its creatures. | think anyone who sees this art will
be more alert about climate change,” she said.

Children across Asia are particularly vulnerable to the effects of the climate crisis. A recent study by
Save the Children found that children born in the region in the past year will face eight times more
scorching heatwaves during their lives than their grandparents, as well as more floods, droughts and
crop failures.

Shaheen Chughtai, Advocacy and Campaigns Director for Save the Children in Asia, said:
“These extraordinary artworks send a powerful message from children to the world. They are the ones
who will be most affected by the climate crisis, and they are ready to fight for their futures — but they
need their leaders to do the same.

“We need to see decisive action from leaders to tackle climate change. That means scrapping our
dependency on fossil fuels and setting up financial safety nets to support the hardest hit families. We
can turn this around — but we need to listen to children and jump into action.

Exceeding a global temperature rise of 1.5C smothers the hope of a bright future for children who
haven’t even been born yet.”

The landmark COP26 climate conference brings together governments to accelerate action to prevent
a looming global climate catastrophe.

To protect the lives and futures of 2.2 billion children, Save the Children is calling on wealthier
countries deliver on their promise of at least $100 billion a year to help poorer nations switch to
greener economies and help vulnerable communities prepare for increasing floods, cyclones,
heatwaves, and other climate crisis threats.

Save the Children is also calling on leaders to commit to limiting rising temperatures to 1.5 degrees C
above pre-industrial levels.

All multimedia content is available
here: https://www.contenthubsavethechildren.org/Package/204C2SCK9ECI
https://www.contenthubsavethechildren.org/Share/ullb773bgwh7w5y8f05w8df0om44647m

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS
View all of the shortlisted artworks in the virtual gallery here:
https://www.artsteps.com/view/613dac3cf9b383bd7138e2d3?currentUser

Bei Interviewwtiinschen oder weiteren Anfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle.
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Uber Save the Children

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 griindete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb
Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Osterreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist
die inzwischen grof3te unabhéngige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 L&ndern tétig. Save
the Children setzt sich ein fir Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Fir eine Welt, die die
Rechte der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und
selbstbestimmt aufwachsen und lernen kénnen — seit tber 100 Jahren.
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