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Madagascar: “We pretend to cook rice with soil and sand, stones as meat”

“We pretend to cook rice with soil and sand, stones as meat. We also pretend to eat that good
meal.”
— Sambeanake, 6 years old, Madagascar (11 November 2022)

16. November 2021 — Children in Madagascar are wasting away as families in the South teeter
on the brink of starvation, with the country facing its worst hunger situation in 40 years, caused
by years of failed rains, and intensified by a series of sandstorms and locust attacks.

In response to the country’s worsening food crisis, Save the Children’s Programme
Director for Madagascar, Tatiana Dasy, said:

“Kids with distended bellies are begging in the streets. Parents are trying to put whatever they
can on the table. If they are lucky, they might get a meal of sweet potatoes and rice. If they are
unlucky, they eat cactus, or sour fruit, or go without a meal altogether.

“We are seeing desperation. Farmers in drought-ravaged areas have sold everything and
moved to cities to find work, or food, or failing that, rations and cash distribution from the
government or humanitarian agencies. The drought has brought entire communities to their
knees.

“We shouldn’t see this kind of hunger in the 215' Century. It is heinous. It is shameful. And yet
leaders who met this month at COP26 to find a solution to this and so many other climate-
induced disasters failed to do enough.

“Save the Children is providing cash to the most vulnerable of families, but so much more is
needed. Madagascar is on the frontline of the climate crisis, with lives and livelihoods in tatters.
The world must act now. Lives are at stake.”

Sambeanake (6) lives with her single mother Marline (33) and her brothers and sisters in
Ambovombe, in the south of Madagascar. Sambeanake told Save the Children last
Thursday:

“Kerelll” is when we have nothing to eat, we are not happy, and hungry all the time. What | fear
the most during the “Kere” is when | feel sick when I've eaten nothing. | feel quite dizzy, and
sometimes | am afraid | will die.

“If my mother finds some money, we have one meal a day, a little bite of rice. Sometimes we

also eat red cactus fruit that we collect or buy. My mother does not have money. She borrows
money everywhere, but most of the time there is no one to give. So, we eat nothing and go to
bed with an empty stomach.


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Freport%2Fmadagascar%2Fmadagascar-humanitarian-snapshot-march-2021&data=04%7C01%7Ccarla-philine.klatte%40savethechildren.de%7Cc834333cf1a44b4adbe708d9a84d6e80%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637725872775271950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ItxfCFTgVGPY7evfTgAYxZhHyB%2BBEKPZfK3AHT6B6j8%3D&reserved=0

“Today we have sweet potatoes, and some soup of sweet potatoes leaves for our meal. We eat
different food every day, we have corn and sometimes rice.

“With my sister and other children, we play during the “Kere”. What we enjoy the most is playing
cooking. We pretend to cook rice with soil and sand, stones as meat, leaves. We also pretend
to eat that good meal.”

The crisis in Madagascar comes at a time when the world is facing its biggest hunger crisis of
the 21st century, with an estimated 5.7 million children under five on the brink of starvation
across the globe. A deadly combination of COVID-19, conflicts, and the impacts of climate
change have pushed hunger and malnutrition levels to a record global high. Without urgent
action, the world could see tens of thousands of children starving to death, reversing decades of
progress.

Sambeanake’s mother Marline receives cash assistance from Save the Children. With that
money, the family have bought food and can now have two meals a day. Marline has also used
the assistance to support her business. Despite the assistance they received, Marline is not
very hopeful for the future, considering the persistent food shortage and drought in the South.
She really wants to find a way out of poverty, she says.
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Uber Save the Children

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 griindete die britische Sozialreformerin

und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und
Osterreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die inzwischen gréRte unabhéngige
Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 Landern tétig. Save the Children setzt sich ein fur
Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Fir eine Welt, die die Rechte der Kinder achtet.
Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen
und lernen kénnen — seit tber 100 Jahren.

1 Prolonged hunger.
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