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Yemen: At least three children among more than 60 killed as airstrikes down 
internet across the country  
  
Sana’a, 21 January, 2022 – At least three children and more than 60 adults are reported to have 
been killed and at least 100 others injured in a series of airstrikes today in Yemen, Save the Children 
said, but the true number is feared to be higher.  
  
The children were reportedly playing on a nearby football field when missiles struck the port town of 
Hudaida Friday morning. The airstrikes also damaged a vital telecommunication centre in Hudaida that 
controls Yemen's internet access, resulting in a nationwide internet blackout.  
 
Another airstrike hit a temporary holding cell in the city of Sada today, reportedly killing over 60 people 
and injuring more than a 100, most of them migrants. It is not clear if any children were killed or injured in 
the attack.  
  
Aid workers and paramedics continue to clear the rubble with more causalities expected to be 
discovered in both cities.  
  
Save the Children’s Country Director in Yemen, Gillian Moyes, said:   
 
"Yemen continues to be one of the most dangerous places to be a child today, and children are bearing 
the brunt of this crisis. They are being killed and maimed, watching as their schools and hospitals are 
being destroyed, and denied access to basic lifesaving services. They are asking us: does it matter if I 
die?  
 
“The initial casualties report from Sada is horrifying. Migrants seeking better lives for themselves and 
their families, Yemeni civilians injured by the dozens, is a picture we never hoped to wake up to in 
Yemen.  
 
“While all Save the Children staff are accounted for, the internet outage is expected to reduce our 
capacity to operate in the coming days if not fixed."  
  
The escalation in conflict across Yemen resulted in a 60% increase in civilian casualties in the last three 
months of 2021, with 2022 already poised to have wider consequences for civilians.   
  
This comes after member states of the UN Human Rights Council voted last year to end the body’s 
mandate of experts investigating war crimes in Yemen.   
 
Yemen’s hospitals, schools, water infrastructure and roads are in disarray after nearly seven years of 
conflict, further disrupting the lives of children and their families.   
 
Save the Children is calling on all parties to the conflict to abide by their obligations under International 
Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law. Parties to the conflict must protect children and 
their families from the horror of the ongoing violence, avoid the use of explosive weapons in populated 
areas, and take immediate, practical measures to reduce their impact on homes, schools, hospitals and 
vital civilian infrastructure.   
 



 
 

 

Bei Interviewanfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle.   

 

Kontakt:   

Save the Children Deutschland e.V.   

Pressestelle – Marie-Sophie Schwarzer 

Tel.: +49 (0)30 – 27 59 59 79 – 226   

Mail: marie.schwarzer@savethechildren.de 

 

Für mehr aktuelle Informationen folgen Sie uns online:     

 savethechildren.de  @stc_de  Save the Children Deutschland  savethechildren_de 

 

Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 

Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die 

inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 Ländern tätig. Save the 

Children setzt sich ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die Rechte 

der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt 

aufwachsen und lernen können – seit über 100 Jahren.  
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