
 
  

 

P R E S S E M I T T E I L U N G  
 
Ukraine: “Don’t give up on diplomacy – because more violence will destroy 
a generation of children.” 
 
Kyiv, 23 February 2022 – Children will bear the brunt of a significant escalation in fighting in Ukraine, 

with injuries and deaths likely in the worst-case scenario, says Save the Children calling for an 

immediate cessation to hostilities. 

  

Already at least 100,000 people including around 40,000 children have been displaced from Eastern 

Ukraine in recent days, joining an estimated 854,000 people displaced across Ukraine since the start of 

the conflict in 2014. Over the last eight years at least 3,106 civilians, including more than 150 children, 

have been killed, and an estimated 7,000 have been injured. 

  

Any new mass movement of children will put them in grave danger of hunger, cold and illness. With 

Eastern Ukraine one of the most mine-contaminated regions in the world, children on the move will be 

at risk of losing limbs from landmines and explosive devices. Almost 70% of civilian casualties since 

the July 2020 ceasefire have been caused by landmines and explosive devices. 

  

Save the Children is urgently calling on all parties to the conflict in Ukraine to agree to an immediate 

cessation of hostilities, as the only way to protect children and their families from further violence and 

other violations of their rights. 

  

Irina Saghoyan, Save the Children's Eastern Europe Director, said: 

  

“We are standing at the precipice of a truly catastrophic war, and every effort must be made to pull us 

back. Children are terrified – they wonder if their homes will be shelled, their friends hurt, their security 

and sense of normalcy lost. And parents are terrified – they are going to sleep at night and wondering 

whether they’ll be hauling their children on buses and trains tomorrow, looking for safety. This is an 

appalling situation. But more fighting isn’t inevitable. Leaders must step up, in the interests of the 

region’s most vulnerable, its children. 

 

“Save the Children joins children and parents across Ukraine to call on all actors to cease hostilities and 

find a peaceful solution. It is still possible to de-escalate this crisis. The international community should 

increase and support diplomatic efforts as though their own lives depended on it. The lives of children in 

Ukraine hang in the balance. Only diplomacy and dialogue will lead to an outcome that protects 

children’s lives and rights.” 

  

Save the Children has been operating in Ukraine since 2014, delivering essential humanitarian aid to 

children and their families. This includes supporting their access to education, providing psychosocial 

support, distributing winter kits and hygiene kits, and providing cash grants to families so they can meet 

basic needs such as food, rent and medicines, or so they can invest in starting new businesses. 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freports.unocha.org%2Fen%2Fcountry%2Fukraine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmarie.schwarzer%40savethechildren.de%7Cd855e815779f45284d3c08d9f6e4bbdb%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637812286420362337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=E3f7K2JmKWfsEsNkooFiHrtIuUrn2aMZY834dEmEK9M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Fsites%2Freliefweb.int%2Ffiles%2Fresources%2F2021_04_05%2520Press%2520release%2520Mine%2520Awareness%2520Day%2520ENG.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmarie.schwarzer%40savethechildren.de%7Cd855e815779f45284d3c08d9f6e4bbdb%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637812286420362337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3x%2F1FM%2FWPVhJXB6bgNxXsOzYe%2FZt%2BSTdv7D6KnyLwTw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanitarianresponse.info%2Fsites%2Fwww.humanitarianresponse.info%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Ffiles%2Fukraine_hno_hrp-en.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmarie.schwarzer%40savethechildren.de%7Cd855e815779f45284d3c08d9f6e4bbdb%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637812286420362337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=teEvxYwDedqA3pFtnPV1mxIsrzohqlzzyzq5b%2By6rgw%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

Bei Interviewanfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle.   

 

Kontakt:   

Save the Children Deutschland e.V.   

Pressestelle – Marie-Sophie Schwarzer 

Tel.: +49 (0)30 – 27 59 59 79 – 226   

Mail: marie.schwarzer@savethechildren.de 

 

Für mehr aktuelle Informationen folgen Sie uns online:     

 savethechildren.de  @SaveChildrenDE  Save the Children Deutschland  savethechildren_de 

 

Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 

Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die 

inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 Ländern tätig. Save the 

Children setzt sich ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die Rechte 

der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt 

aufwachsen und lernen können – seit über 100 Jahren.  
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