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Afghanistan: 80% of secondary school girls missing out on education,
one month since Taliban ban extended

KABUL, 21 April 2022 — Almost a month since the Taliban extended the ban on secondary school girls
attending classes, almost 80% of girls have been denied their right to education in provinces in
Afghanistan where secondary schools have remained closed for girls, Save the Children said.

A new analysis by Save the Children, UNICEF and its Education Cluster partners has assessed who has
returned to school in the past month across Afghanistan. The report shows the majority of secondary
school girls — about 850,000 out of 1.1 million — are not attending classes.

Save the Children Afghanistan’s Acting Asia Regional Director, Olivier Franchi, said:

“Girls were absolutely shattered last month when they arrived at classes — excited for the new school
year — and were told to go home. Since then, Save the Children has spoken with girls who say they are
depressed and heartbroken at being denied their fundamental right to learn.

“Education is a lifeline for all children, especially girls. Without it, they are at increased risk of violence,
abuse, and exploitation, including early marriage. For the sake of girls’ survival in Afghanistan and for the
future of the country, Save the Children is calling on the Taliban to immediately allow girls of all ages to
return to school. There is no issue — administrative, logistical or otherwise — that can possibly justify the
continuation of a policy that denies girls access to their education.

“The international community also has an essential role to play and must continue to provide funding to
support and protect girls who are still in school. The education system in Afghanistan is hanging by a
thread and now is not the time to back away.”

Parvana*, 14, from Kabul province, is in grade seven. She hasn’t been able to attend formal schooling
due to fears of violence but has instead been attending Save the Children-run community-based
education classes. Parvana said:

“When my brother was going to school and | couldn’t previously, | felt awful. All | wanted was to go to
school, to study, to become someone in the future and make my family and the people from this area
proud. Education is not only important for girls, but everyone should be educated. No one is born to stay
at home. We are born to work hard, study and reach our goals.”

Shukuria*, 28, is from a southern province of Afghanistan and was married at the age of 17 to a man 35
years her senior and is now a mother to five children. Shukuria’s husband can no longer work and her
eldest son, who is 12, works in a car repair shop to help the family make ends meet. Shukuria missed
out on school as a girl and, without any education, she has struggled to get a job to provide for her
children and husband. At the age of 25, she decided to get an education and is now supported by Save
the Children’s girls education classes. Shukuria said:


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Freport%2Fafghanistan%2Fafghanistan-back-school-situation-update-april-2022&data=05%7C01%7Csilke.zorn%40savethechildren.de%7Cc50fb66e70c14127773c08da238e061e%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637861390712848612%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vmJLgYUgLAsfaB2Sxsv4hLxb3ZoEUDMtvO%2Fw4VcrpSs%3D&reserved=0

“People were scared when the transition of power happened, as they were not allowing many girls to go
to education facilities. Even if they were allowed, girls were too scared to go to class. These (Save the
Children) classes can help girls left behind in their studies. Education is the most important thing in life.
For my children, | hope they study and improve and get to live their dreams. For myself, | hope to
become a good teacher and to serve the students of this society.”

It's estimated that almost 8 million school-aged children need support to access education right now in
Afghanistan - an increase from 2.6 million compared to last year. Insecurity, poverty, cultural traditions,
poor infrastructure, inadequate learning materials and a lack of qualified female and male teachers are
continuing barriers to children accessing education.

To ensure children have still had access education during the last eight months, Save the Children has
been running Community-Based Education classes and providing children and teachers with learning
and classroom kits. The organisation has also been working with female secondary school graduates to
support them to become teachers and to pass the university entrance exam.

*Name changed to protect identities
Hinweis fur die Redaktion:

The new analysis by Save the Children, UNICEF and its Education Cluster partners is based on a real-
time back-to-school monitoring system to generate evidence at the school level to better understand the
situation in terms of who (teachers and students) are back in school, at both primary and secondary
level, and where boys and girls have been able to return. The information gathered is not representative
of every district across every province, however, it provides a good sense of the overall situation across
provinces and an initial idea of access to education at local levels.

Zusatzmaterial zum Download:

Parvana*, 14, girl's education:
www.contenthubsavethechildren.org/Package/204C2S82KBIP

Shakuria*, 28, receives teacher training from Save the Children:
https://www.contenthubsavethechildren.org/Package/204C2SSKOIUD

Vlog, impact of the ban on girl’ education:
https://www.contenthubsavethechildren.org/Package/204C258281D8

Unter © Save the Children ist das Material honorarfrei auch zur Weitergabe an Dritte nutzbar.

Bei Interviewanfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle.
Aktuelle Informationen finden Sie immer auf Twitter @SaveChildrenDE.
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Uber Save the Children

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 grindete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb
Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Osterreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die
inzwischen grof3te unabhangige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 Landern tatig. Save the
Children setzt sich ein fur Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Fir eine Welt, die die Rechte
der Kinder achtet. Eine Welt, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben und frei und selbstbestimmt
aufwachsen und lernen kénnen — seit Gber 100 Jahren.
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