
  
  

 

P R E S S E M I T T E I L U N G  

 
No back-to-school for thousands of children as nearly 19,000 schools have 
been damaged by floods in Pakistan 

  
Islamabad, 1 September, 2022 – At least 18,590 schools have been damaged or destroyed in floods 

sweeping across Pakistan, with initial estimates that at least 670,000 children have been affected 

although the real number could be much higher, said Save the Children. 

  

With whole villages underwater and rain continuing to fall, thousands of students across the country who 

had been preparing for the start of the academic year have found their schools completely submerged, 

with books, blackboards, chairs and tables floating downstream. 

  

In the worst impacted region, Sindh province, nearly 16,000 schools have been damaged or destroyed. 

  

In addition, around 5,500 schools are being used to house children and families displaced by the floods, 

which have engulfed a third of the country impacting at least 14% of the population and overwhelming 

emergency services. 

  

Pakistan has experienced extreme monsoon weather since June 2022, with rainfall 67% above normal 

levels in that month alone. The government has described the situation as a “climate catastrophe … of 

unimaginable proportions” affecting more than 33 million people including 11 million children. 

  

Nearly 400 children have been killed and a further 550 injured in the disaster, as houses collapsed 

around them, or they have been washed away in floodwaters, along with over 3,800 adults killed and 

injured. 

  

Khuram Gondal, Save the Children’s Pakistan Country Director, said: 

  

“The scale of the damage we are seeing will prevent thousands of children from going back to school 

any time soon. We’ve seen entire buildings completely washed away. Children, already battling the 

shock and horror of what’s happening around them, now also have to cope with the loss of their 

classrooms and their safe place to learn. We know from experience that it takes time to repair schools, 

and many of these children have already missed months of education already because of COVID-19. 

  

“We are calling on donors around the world to recognise the terrible situation in Pakistan and dig deep to 

help children. Beyond immediate life-saving supplies like shelters, food and water, we also need to 

establish emergency schools where children can go, be safe, and learn. Schools are vital for both 

children’s future and their current wellbeing – they are cherished environments and offer routine and 

stability amidst chaos.” 

  

https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/pakistan-education-sector-working-group-eie-bulletin-30-august-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/pakistan-2022-floods-response-plan-01-sep-2022-28-feb-2023-issued-30-aug-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/ndma-monsoon-2022-daily-situation-report-no-079-1300-hrs-30th-aug-2022-1400-hrs-31st-aug-2022


 
 

 

The floods and torrential rains are being blamed on worsening weather patterns as a result of the climate 

crisis, with Pakistan ranked as one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change, while it 

contributes less than 1% of the global greenhouse gas emissions. 

  

The situation is expected to deteriorate in the coming days and weeks as heavy rains continue in already 

flooded regions. 

  

Save the Children is already operating in the worst affected provinces and deploying teams to other 

hardest hit areas to assess the immediate needs of children and families. Save the Children has so far 

reached more than 11,000 people, including about 5,800 children, through responses to flooding, and is 

working closely with National and Provincial Disaster Management Authorities.  

 

Bei Fragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle.  

Aktuelle Informationen finden Sie auf Twitter @SaveChildrenDE.   

 

Kontakt:   

Save the Children Deutschland e.V.   

Pressestelle – Marie-Sophie Schwarzer 

Tel.: +49 (0)30 – 27 59 59 79 – 226   

Mail: marie.schwarzer@savethechildren.de 

 

Für mehr aktuelle Informationen folgen Sie uns online:     

 savethechildren.de  @SaveChildrenDE  Save the Children Deutschland  savethechildren_de 

 

Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 

Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die 

inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 Ländern tätig. Save the 

Children setzt sich ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die Rechte 

der Kinder achtet, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben sowie frei und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen 

und lernen können – seit über 100 Jahren. 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclimateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org%2Fcountry%2Fpakistan%2Fvulnerability%23%3A~%3Atext%3DExplore%2520the%2520overview%2520for%2520a%2Cclimate%2520change%2520is%2520affecting%2520Pakistan.%26text%3DPakistan%2520faces%2520some%2520of%2520the%2Cthe%25202019%2520Inform%2520Risk%2520Index%2520.&data=05%7C01%7Cmarie.schwarzer%40savethechildren.de%7Ca90eaaf3b31341d158e208da8bddda77%7C7e675e17e6ed49b38fb77005366df847%7C0%7C0%7C637976082230489651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=buJO3v4Fb0y3%2BAuKiFGfvM89djTTvS%2FIIbMvliKG3mc%3D&reserved=0
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