
 

 

P R E S S E M I T T E I L U N G  
 
Sudan: Armed groups loot medical supplies and aid from Save the Children 

 
Khartoum, 17. April 2023 – Looters have stolen medical supplies for children as well as a refrigerator, 
laptops and cars in a raid on Save the Children’s offices in Darfur as Sudan succumbs to its third day of 
intensified fighting with the capital Khartoum paralysed. 
  
The violence has also forced Save the Children to temporarily suspend most of its operations across 
Sudan, the child rights organisation said, putting food, clean water, and other lifesaving aid out of reach 
for thousands in a country where 15.8 million people – one third of the population – are in need of 
humanitarian assistance. 
  
The aid group said it is particularly struggling to deliver its medical services in health facilities across 
North Darfur due to access and looting concerns, but is operating as much as possible where it is safe to 
do so. 
  
Fighting across Sudan has reportedly killed nearly 100 civilians over the past three days, with hundreds 
more injured. It is not yet known if children are among the casualties. 
  
Children and communities sheltering from the violence have now gone for three days without food or 
clean water and the theft of medical aid will further deprive children of vital supplies. 
  
The suspension of aid delivery is putting children’s lives at risk in a country where some 12 million 
people – a quarter of the population – are already living with acute hunger, Save the Children said. 
  
Arshad Malik, Country Director of Save the Children in Sudan, called on all parties to protect 
humanitarian infrastructure and supplies as this would only make it harder to provide assistance to 
families in most need. 
  
He said: “For the past three days, people across Sudan have been gripped by fear, not knowing if it is 
safe to leave their homes, and are now having to make the choice between facing that fear and starving 
to death. 
  
“This is a country in which a third of the population already needs humanitarian aid, and a quarter are 
living with acute hunger. About half a million children suffer from severe acute malnutrition. It is 
absolutely critical for the survival of children and families that we see an end to this fighting so that 
lifesaving aid can be delivered. 
  
“The safety and well-being of everyone in Sudan, especially the most vulnerable children, is our priority 
and a strong, well-equipped humanitarian assistance operation and safe access for humanitarian 
workers is critical. 
  
“In the meantime we implore the international community to follow legal obligations to take all necessary 
precautions to protect civilians and civilian objects, including schools and hospitals, which are protected 
under International Humanitarian Law.” 
  
Save the Children has worked in Sudan since 1983 to provide humanitarian relief to people affected by the 
drought in western Sudan. Since then, Save the Children continued programming for children and families 

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/sudan?_gl=1%2ac0djpk%2a_ga%2aMjA2MTYwNzEyMy4xNjc5NTc5MDc4%2a_ga_E60ZNX2F68%2aMTY3OTU3OTA3Ny4xLjEuMTY3OTU3OTM3OS41OC4wLjA.
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_snapshot.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_snapshot.pdf


 
 

 

affected by conflict, displacement, extreme poverty, hunger and a lack of basic services. Many of the 
children and families we serve are among the most vulnerable and hardest to reach.  

In 2022, Save the Children directly reached 2.1 million people, with 1.5 million of them children, with 
programming focused on child protection, access to quality education, health and nutrition support and 
responding to emergencies.    

Bei Interviewanfragen wenden Sie sich bitte an unsere Pressestelle. 
Aktuelle Informationen finden Sie auf Twitter @SaveChildrenDE. 
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Über Save the Children 

Im Nachkriegsjahr 1919 gründete die britische Sozialreformerin und Kinderrechtlerin Eglantyne Jebb 

Save the Children, um Kinder in Deutschland und Österreich vor dem Hungertod zu retten. Heute ist die 

inzwischen größte unabhängige Kinderrechtsorganisation der Welt in rund 120 Ländern tätig. Save the 

Children setzt sich ein für Kinder in Kriegen, Konflikten und Katastrophen. Für eine Welt, die die Rechte 

der Kinder achtet, in der alle Kinder gesund und sicher leben sowie frei und selbstbestimmt aufwachsen 

und lernen können – seit über 100 Jahren. 
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